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The Life of Gustavus Narrative 
Introduction
The Life of Gustavus Vassa is a narrative article written by Olaudah Equiano, an African slave who was captured and put into slavery (Hardman, 2020). His views were built on his journey as a slave, specifically after the enlightenment of religion. Equiano seemed like a man of conflict, and his feeling towards slavery seemed paradoxical and complicated. Equiano narrated slavery in his mother country versus that in America, his slavery journey, and his enlightenment to religion and contradiction to his views.
Equiano’s Views
Equiano compared slavery in his own mother country versus how slaves were treated in the West Indies. Notably, he was familiar with the institution of slavery as he was from an upper-class family that owned slaves (Hardman, 2020). However, he viewed slavery differently when he was taken into captivity. He felt that in the West Indies, slaves were treated humanely though their freedom had been taken away. Notably, he said that slaves were not overworked. Besides, they were provided with lodging, food and even some slaves had slaves under them. Equiano argued that Africans had inhumane slavery systems amongst themselves, which was not the case on slavery in the new world. Besides, he added that slavery in Africa has some degree of badness, but it seemed to offer some degree of calm in the West Indies (Hardman, 2020).
Equiano's slavery journey was taking an interesting turn when he realized that he could not be harmed. He had undergone some horrible time seeing many die and Africans die, what was his worst suffering came from the pestilential smell. He felt that the journey was brutal and cruel, but the aristocratic views remained. Seemingly, Equiano thought that the black natives were horrible beasts, and to some extent, they deserved the conditions they were being subjected to (Hardman, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Equiano seemed like a man of enlightenment as he saw himself accountable for his individual growth. He desired to emulate his superiors because he saw them as smart, and well mannered. Therefore, to emulate them, he strived to do this through education, especially in religion. Henceforth, Equiano's took the initiative to understand the Bible, arguably became one of the most vital themes of his narrative. His understanding of the Bible became the greatest force in his life, and he developed faith in God (Hardman, 2020). This enlightenment changed his perspective of life and made him feel more confident and safer, and he felt that he could change someone to love God. His Christian view shaped his view on slavery negatively. He used biblical figures and ideas to strongly advocate his arguments against slavery. In Chapter five, Equiano states that he often supervised cages full of slaves, and it frequently occurred that white clerks raped the women, but he lacked the power to help (Hardman, 2020).
Contradictions of his Views
Equiano’s argument in chapter 5 contradicted his fight against slavery because he argued that his role in supervising caged slaves was because of money. Arguably, he seemed to free himself by enforcing slavery on others. Moreover, Equiano cited biblical scripts against the brutal treatment he observed. Additionally, even after expressing his strong arguments towards slavery, he did not denounce his childhood upper-class village family, where class status was used as a slaveholding excuse (Hardman, 2020).


Conclusion
In conclusion, Equiano narrated his slavery journey from when he was captured until he rose through ranks to become a supervisor. He described how amused he was to see slaves being treated better in other countries where they had been sold than the treatment they were getting from their mother country. Equiano's desire to be like his master motivated him to enlightenment, more so towards the religion. This built most of his views, but he faced contradictions because he seemed to act contrary to what he was advocating.
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